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MARINE FISHERIES BRANCH 
Cruise Report - N. B. SCOFIELD 
Cruise: crui.s e 8 of the M/v SCOFIELD for 1956 - 5638. 
Sailed: November 23, 1956 from Los Angeles Harbor. 
Returned: December 13, 1956 to Los Angeles Harbor. 
Locality: The coast of California fran Bodega Bay to Pt. Conception, 
Cordell Bank and the Faral10ne Islands. Santa Rosa Island
Cruz Islands, Anacapa Islands, and the coast from Santa Ba
Dume were also surv~ed. 
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Purpose: To census the popula.tions of sardines, northern anchovies, 
mackerel, and jack mackerel north of Pt. Conception and to 
rockfish to check Sebastodes charactistics. 
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Results:  Sixty-five light stations \Vere occupied between Bodega Bay and Pt. 
Conception. Adult northern anchovies were taken at one station and 
post-larval anchovies at three stations. No sardines, Pacific mackerel, 
or jack mackerel were observed at light stations or while scouting. 
The N. B. SCOFIELD traveled a total of 299 miles while scouting beb'1een 
stations. Three schools of anchovies, twenty schools of sauries, and 
a few small groups of jack smelt were observed. 
Seven species of rockfish were taken on hook and line during daylight 
fishing at four stations north of Pt. Conception and four stations at 
the Channel Islands. 
Two species of coelenterate medusae were observed in very great numbers 
for approximately fifty miles along the coast south of Bolsa pt. In 
addition, tunicates of the genus Pyrosoma and Salpa were observed in 
large numbers at various points along the route. 
Sea surface temperatures ranged from 10.600 c. (51.080 F.) at Pt. lobos 
to 13.900 C. (57.020 F.) at China Harbor near norro Bay. Bathythenno-
graph casts which were made to a depth of 450 feet revealed no definite 
thermocline. In the coastal areas surveyed, uniformly cold water pre-
vailed with little or no decrease in temperature from the surface to 
the bottom. The depth at various stations ranged from 6 to 210 fathoms. 
The scarcity of sardines and mackerel observed on this cruise closely 
parallels the conditions found in this northern area on the November 
1955 survey cruise. In 1955 only a single sample of both sardines and 
jack mackerel were taken north of Pt. Conception. These few fish were 
taken in the harbor of Avila. The rest of the coast north to Bodega 
Bay was relatively barren during both years. 
Scientific Personnel: Harold Hyatt, Biologist, Department of Fish and Game. 
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